GREAT    MURDER    TRIALS

position in which I was placed, and thought of suicide
myself. I made a big effort to pull myself together. I
succeeded."

He had to demonstrate in Court with the beam
and the rope. But his ordeal really began after lunch
on the third day when Curtis stood up to cross-
examine :

" On the morning of December 5," began Curtis,
" which of these two girls you were in love with did you
desire to marry ? "

The question was one of terrible difficulty. It was a
typical opening query of Sir Henry's. Apparently un-
important, it was surprising enough to shake the equanimity
of any man facing Curtis across the court. If Thorne
had said he wanted to marry Elizabeth, then he had
admitted a reason for wishing Elsie out of the way: if
he had said Elsie, then he would also have admitted a
further series of lies in his letters to Elizabeth. Thorne
made perhaps the only answer: " Well, I don't know
I was particularly desirous of marrying either just at that
time."

Another question of Sir Henry's caused Thorne to pause
in contemplation of his own predicament. Thorne had
said Elsie knew he would marry her if she were pregnant,
and when he went out that night she believed he would
keep his promise.

" Then why did she commit suicide ? " asked Curtis
quietly.

Thorne: <c Why! She left no message behind and I
don't think it is safe for me to say."

But the real battle was between the expert pathologists.
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